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Glossary: 
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· Suppression: the act of preventing something from being seen or expressed or from operating.
· Censorship: the action of preventing information to be known, because someone wishes to keep it secret, often for political reasons.
· Submission: the action of being controlled by someone or something else.
· Manipulation: controlling someone or something to your own advantage, often unfairly or dishonestly.
· Mass media: the different methods of giving information to lots of people, for example, through newspapers, television, and radio.
· Communication: the various methods of sending information between people and places, especially phones, computers, radio, etc.
· Advertising: a business that makes things known generally or in public, in order to sell them.
· Disinformation: False information spread in order to deceive people.
· Deceiving: to persuade someone that something false is the truth, or to keep the truth hidden from someone for your own advantage.
· Conformist: someone who behaves or thinks like everyone else, rather than being different.
· Control: to order, limit, or rule something, or someone's actions or behavior.
· Power: the ability to control people and events. It can be moral, political, economic, or psychological power.
· Beliefs: the feeling of being certain that something exists or is true. It varies from person to person, and it is usually driven by the religion, philosophy, morals, and perceptions of the person.
· Perception: a belief or opinion, often held by many people and based on how things seem. It can be altered due to the trauma, experiences, and surroundings of the person. 
· Spreading: to cover or reach a wider or increasing area, or to make something do this. In communication, spreading means enhancing the rage of knowledge, either through social media or person-to-person communication: 
· Knowledge: understanding of or information about a subject that you get by experience or study, either known by one person or by people generally. 
Introduction:
Throughout history, the human being has always wanted to control and submit others, even unconsciously; we have seen it since the very beginning of civilizations, where those who were the strongest and able to hunt leaded the group; or at the birth of hierarchies, where those in power are able to manipulate their inferiors. This feeling of being able to control what is around you, has led dictators, big figures of power, etc., to use everything they have in order to convince the rest of the population of their ideals. And, if we look back through history, it has indeed worked.
Societies are in constant movement and change; it is impossible to conceive a community that always stays the same. Therefore, when a new, attractive idea is brought to the population, it is very likely to seduce a part of it, generating a new cycle of beliefs, concerns, stereotypes, and policies.  

But, when new ideals arrive, how do these ideas get popular? Why are so many people convinced of the same information? Because they’re given constant stimulation that feeds the conformism. In ancient times, it was through the word of the monarchs or the priest; the people who were believed to know the best. Nowadays, it is through mass communication methods, like social media or TV. In either of those situations, the masses of the population can easily be deceived; and the reason is really simple: because society is constantly brainwashed into believing whatever is shown before them, through the subtle art of manipulation.
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However, manipulation has been normalized in everyday life so much that people barely notice. It can go from the kind of advertising we get on social media, to the way the educational system works. And, in most countries, people have been subconsciously adapted to be conformists; to be the kind of citizen the government can seduce and control.

Historical context:
When we look back through history, we can clearly see how suppression and mass control methods have evolved over time, and how they all end up at the same point: disinformation. 
Back then, when communication was constantly interrupted by distances, mail, and barriers, it was much easier to generate disinformation among society.  
Sometimes it was incidental. Before 1500, everyone was convinced that the Earth was the center of the universe. However, it was proved wrong many years after. Society is constantly changing due to new discoveries. The problem comes when the new knowledge is kept secret from the people.
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During medieval times, Monarchs, Priests, and diplomats often had the opportunity and the power to dictate and proclaim anything that was convenient to them, and peasants had no other way to prove them wrong; they all relied on what the priests said, or the personal messenger of the king said to the town. And, due to the politics back then, very few people could take the time to stop and question what they just had heard. Nobody would even think of doubting what the priest said, or what the king said.
It has happened since way before medieval times and will continue to happen forever.

There is a philosophical thought called “Allegory of the Cave”, by Plato, where two slaves are trapped inside a cave. They are shown shadows of guards, horses, and vigilantes, in order to make them think they cannot escape. However, these shadows were fake, and the cave was open for them to leave; it was an external cause that made them want to stay inside the cavern.
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Interpreting this allegory, society is constantly trapped in a cave full of shadows and fake scenarios, incomplete information, and misunderstood situations. Some people say that, after getting out of the cavern, there is always another biggest cavern we might not know about. The important thing is, those who go out of the cavern can tell those who stayed inside what is outside; and there’s a chance that they’re not believed. It happens a lot too, when we are shown something and convinced of it, our natural reaction will me reject the different interpretation. 
The problem comes, then, when society is trained to close its mind. Populations and communities are constantly trained into submission of thought, where what we see, or what we believe we “see”, is the one and unmovable truth. Society is scared of going out of the cavern, for the simple reason that it was convinced that way; through the church in ancient times, through several governors, through scientific thoughts, etc. But, what would have been a society without those who stepped out of the cavern? Where would society have gone if we continued to believe that the Earth was the center of the Universe, or if we continued to blindly believe in Greek Mythology?  We would have got nowhere, there’s no progress. Big changes in our perception have been the ones that lead society to grow. 
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But, what about the information it is best not to know? It is undeniable that some of the most dangerous information must be kept from society in order to keep them in peace, even if the cost is giving them a half-truth. When there is a critical situation that might cause panic, governors usually decide to maintain the information in the margin, not letting people know it in order to protect them.
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All of these, lead us to the final question: When society is neglected to the right of information, is it being stopped from progressing, or is it being protected?

Current Context:
Nowadays, the easiest way society can be controlled is through the internet, using the information we consume every day to slowly convince us of something. From what we wear or what we eat, to whom we choose as our governors, or what should be our perception of life.
The internet has improved communication, education, and interaction among all humans around the globe. It has allowed us to make our voices visible, and make justice in a Human Rights crisis.
However, we are constantly shown everything that is happening. Everywhere. Overwhelmed by all this News, information, situations, it is natural for us to not be able to focus on all of them at the same time. 
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The real problem with this is, as soon as we get the news of big success or significant progress, the media will make sure that is the only thing we hear of, focusing our concerns on a completely different topic. We can be going through a disastrous humanitarian crisis, but the media can make sure that we hear more about a new polemic or a sports team. And, even when the media focus its attention on those humanitarian crises, after some time, the interest of people will fade away. The newspapers will stop showing that problem because there might be another one. 
[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/HPvSAd5GKnBlTN18CPltqQiWZ2FVgHjj7BSqpb0VA3jRQJZdsn3BOFyXJT1OvaeB3KM_vrYY6Tef6m4Z9WULYupbg5jgsOqYbJ8AiAg_MimJr-Gc9vUFbvPG-W_Z0FqZEJ71GY_3=s0]
It is a vicious circle when all the important problems go into the back of our mind when they show us something new and different to worry about. 

How it is related to human rights:
According to the international declaration of human rights, Article 19 “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” Interpreting this quote is can be slightly controversial according to some censorship policies in certain countries. Every nation can have its own independence when making decisions, but, all the signing parties of the Human Rights Declarations must make sure that these articles are applied to every citizen in their country. And, even though Article 19 exists, there is a lot of censorship and intentional disinformation that happens worldwide. Going back again to the Allegory of the Cavern, we are trapped in a cave where a half-truth keeps us inside. 

Should our citizens know the complete truth about everything?

Committee approach: 
During the debate, the delegates must be very attentive and be prepared to create solutions to nowadays problems. Topics like the human right to information, censorship, and mass control through media must be a top priority on the committee. 
As well, every delegate must portray their respective country’s standpoint, taking into account what policies the delegation has regarding internet search as well as the amount of restriction when it comes to massive media programmation.

Possible Alliances:
Due to the high controversy, there is with regard to this committee's topic, the delegations might have to generate alliances taking into account:
· Countries that constantly suppress the media and information flow through censorship.
· Countries that, even though they suppress some topics, allow their citizens to receive as much information as possible.
For some delegations, the reasons for their actions are still not completely clear. 

Questions to resolve
1. What are the censorship policies in your country?
2. Does your country’s government have some sort of control over the massive media?
3. Does your delegation have a way to limit the people’s right to knowledge?
4. Is your delegation’s government constantly in touch with their citizens (through social media, mass media, etc.)
5. Under what circumstances has your delegation kept information from their citizens?
6. Does your delegation think that limiting information is a thread or an advantage? Why?
7. Historically, has your countries policies of censorship changed?
8. What international laws does your country use to justify its censorship policies?
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